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April 16, 2001

For Immediate Release:
EIU BOT GIVES GO-AHEAD TO NEW BASEBALL STADIUM, GYMNASIUM BLEACHERS
CHARLESTON - Eastern Illinois University's Board of Trustees gave its stamp of approval
Monday for the construction of a new baseball stadium and installation of new bleachers in Lantz
Gymnasium.
The cost of all labor and materials to construct the 560-seat baseball stadium with press box,
accessible seating, a concession area and enclosed storage area has been set at $758,598 (which
includes a 10 percent contingency). The project has been slated for a Fall 2001 completion date.
Recommended vendors for the work include the Felmley-Dickerson Co., of Urbana, for
general construction ($662,537) and Anderson Electric of Mattoon for electrical construction
($27,097).
A price tag of $394,000 (including an $18,814 contingency) has been set for the labor and
materials costs required to install new motorized bleachers and associated electrical systems in the
north, east and south balconies of Lantz Gym. The new installation, to take place in July, will match
existing bleachers on the floor level.
The recommended vendor for this project is Interkal of Kalamazoo, Mich.
The Board also approved agreements with Digital Broadcast Design & Engineering of
Carmel, Ind., for design services for the conversion of WEIU-TV to digital technology ($114,000)
and Honeywell, Inc., of Arlington Heights for an energy audit and project development agreement
($138,049).
In other action, trustees:
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Elected Nate Anderson, East St. Louis, as BOT chairperson; Betsy Mitchell, Champaign, as
vice chairperson; Roger Dettro, Mattoon, as secretary; and Jeffery Lezotte, Chicago, as
member pro tem of the BOT Executive Committee. The four incumbents welcomed three
new trustees to their ranks: Robert Manion of Hinsdale, Julie Nimmons of Litchfield and Julie
Ward of Springfield.
Approved a revision to BOT Regulations which increases the board-required purchase
approval limit from $100,000 to $250,000. Purchases of less than $250,000, but more than
$100,000, require presidential approval and will be reported to the BOT at regular board
meetings.
Authorized E IU President Carol D. Surles to offer Rick Samuels, head basketball coach, a
three-year extension of his contract for the period July 1, 2001, through June 30, 2004.
Samuels has served as Eastern's head coach for 21 years and, most recently, led the E IU
Panthers into an NCAA Division I tournament -- the second time in EIU's history. Team
members, publicly introduced at Monday's BOT meeting, later lunched with trustees and
administrators.
Information items presented for the Board's perusal included Eastern's Fiscal Year 2002

Capital Projects Plan, with an estimated cost of $92 million. Completion of these projects will be
contingent upon available funding.
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